Eyes on Seagrass Blitz in the Indian River Lagoon

What is the Eyes on Seagrass Blitz?

Eves on Seagrass is a participatory science program that monitors the health and status of
Florida’s seagrass population. The Eyes on Seagrass Blitz is a two-week effort between
November 1-15 to collect data on the presence of seagrass in the Indian River

Lagoon. These data will allow us to better understand the current range of seagrass in the
Indian River Lagoon and help inform future monitoring and restoration work.

The Eyes on Seagrass Blitz will rely on residents to report seagrass using the Seagrass
Spotter App. Do you spend time out on the Indian River Lagoon? Whether you are a fisher
spending time out on your boat or a kayaker who enjoyed paddling the lagoon, if you are out
on the water, you can contribute!

How to participate in the Eyes on Seagrass Blitz
Before going out on the water:

1. Download the Seagrass Spotter app in the Apple App store or Google
Play store to your phone and create a free account.

If you prefer, you can create an account on the computer version of the program at
https://seagrassspotter.org/

2. Complete the Eyes on Seagrass Volunteer form.
3. Review the Eyes on Seagrass Species ID Guide.

4. Read the full instructions below and download or print a copy of the shortened field
protocol to have with you when you are out on the water.

4. Ensure thatyou have all the proper safety gear on your vessel and check that the
weather conditions are safe to be out on the water. Low wind conditions are ideal
for both your safety and visibility through the water’s surface.


https://www.flseagrant.org/citizenscience/eyes-on-seagrass/
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/seagrass-spotter/id1122588337
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.seagrassspotter.seagrassspotter
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.seagrassspotter.seagrassspotter

While you are out on the water between November 1 and November 15, 2024

1. Lookfor seagrass in the areas where you usually boat or paddle. You will likely find
seagrass in shallow water, so be sure to take care if you are in a motor vessel. Travel
at a slow speed and trim up your engine when necessary to avoid damaging
seagrass. Learn more about how to be a seagrass safe boater at
https://beseagrasssafe.com/

2. When you see seagrass, open your Seagrass Spotter app
and click “New Sighting” at the bottom. Click “Take A
Sighting” and take a photo of the seagrass from above,
looking down at the seagrass, as seen in the image . o
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4. The app will ask if you would like to add more

information, which is optional. We encourage you to

continue with the next step (click “Add More Add More Information

Information”), but if you prefer you can just hit Cploac ol you add some move infor o’

“Upload Now” and you are done! kg
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5. Ifyou are willing to add more information about water depth and seagrass extent,
you will see a series of questions appear. There are many questions listed, but there
are three questions we would like you to answer:

e How extensive was the seagrass?

e Howdid you observe the seagrass?

e What depth of water was the seagrass recorded in?
You will likely see seagrass in either <1m (less than approximately 3
feet depth) or between 1-3 m (between 3-10 feet). Ifyou arein a
kayak, you can estimate this using your paddle to measure depth.

When you click on each question you will see a drop-down menu with options to
choose from.
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How extensive was the seagrass?
How did you observe the seagrass?

How long are the largest seagrass leaves?

Washed up on the shore

A small patch (<1m?)

Many small patches

A large patch (<10m?)

What depth of water (if underwater) was

the seagrass recorded in? Many Iarge patches

— -

Small area of continuous seagrass (10-
2'

Does the seagrass show any signs of 50m?)
flowers or seeds?
Large area of continuous seagrass
- N (>50m?)
Is there fine 'hair-like’ algae covering the ‘
seagrass leaves, if so how much? Cancel

—

Walking at low tide i
From a boat, hovercraft, kayak or <1m
paddleboard
Snorkelling or free diving 1-3m
SCUBA 4-6m
From the air (Drone, plane or chopper) >/m
Cancel Cancel

6. Hit“Upload Now” and your entry will be submitted. Thank you for submitting your
entry to the Seagrass Spotter app!

Note: If you do not want to input all the data while you are out on the water, you are able to
click “Upload Later” and come back to the entry once you are on land.



What if | don’t see seagrass?

We still want your data! Knowing where sea grass is not located is just as important as
knowing where itis. Please upload an absence sighting. You will also use an absence
sighting to record if you see the green algae Caulerpa growing on the seafloor.

Making an absence sighting

If you do not see seagrass in an area, you can
upload an Absence Sighting. Before submitting
an absence sighting, ensure that you can see
down to the seafloor to where seagrass would
potentially be growing.

This process is like making a presence sighting,
with slightly different questions. Take a photo
and answer the questions to the best of your
ability in the app before submitting:

e Whatis the status of seagrass here?

Bare sediment

Kelp

Other brown or red algae/seaweed
(not Kelp)

Green algaefseaweed
Mangrove
Hard coral
Soft coral

Sponge reef

Don't Know Mussel reeffbank

¢ Whatis the dominant habitat type?
Seagrass has never been here Oyster reeffoank
e Inour area, this will likely be bare Seagrass was here previously, but now Worm reeffhank

itisn't

sediment, although it may be
algae/seaweed or oyster reef.

Cancel

Cancel

If you observe the green algae Caulerpa prolifera, please

< Back New Absence

record an absence sighting, select “Green algae/seaweed” as

the dominant habitat, and make a note in the comment
section that Caulerpa prolifera was present.

Add Data

What is the status of seagrass here?

Don't Know -

What is the dominant sediment type?

What is the dominant habitat?

Green algaefseaweed -

Comments

Caulerpa prolifera is present
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Inputting your data using the Seagrass Spotter Website instead of the app

You can take a photo while out on the water and then

. ) Dropped pin X
upload the image and data via your phone or a computer
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once you return home. If you do this, you will have to

\

mark the location where you took the photo on their
online map. Therefore, we recommend making a note of
where you are when you take the photo or dropping a pin
on your phone’s map so that you can reference the GPS
coordinates.

Dropped pin

If you choose to use a computer to make the upload, you
will need to visit the seagrasspotter.org website and log in
to your account. . - . X4R3+XH6 New Smyrna Beach, Florida ®
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You will need to mark the location on the map. If you have recorded your GPS coordinates
in the field, you can type them in under “Lat” and “Lon” and it will move your marker to the
spot. If you need to mark the location manually, zoom in and move the screen until your

marker is in the correct spot. Write the estimated accuracy of your point to where the
photo was taken in meters. Hit Next.

Upload

2 3
T @
Map Satellite 3 &
= z
% 3 j‘?
3 =
) &
Plaza Lt
%
2
@
S George R. Kennedy,
e Memorial Park o
£ ,
-
O aNe ";3. &
o Z
(&) E S
% &
Edgewater Bait & Tackle %, 0
Please mark the location of your sighting. Try to 2
be as accurate as possible - you can zoom in and
drag the map around so the marker points to the
exact location
If you already know the latitude and longitude, Menard-May Park o o Public Kayak Launch
you can simply enter them below. ‘\‘\\u\\\
e
c@“wl 4
Lat 28.9924240 g K3
pee Align Stretch 9e
o Relax formerly Liddle
Lon -80.8960991 Go _gle‘-‘a Py s “g:“
Accuracy 10
Next

Put in the date of your sighting, and then answer the additional questions in the same way
as described above in the instructions for using the Seagrass Spotter app.



Thank you for participating in the Eyes on Seagrass Blitz in the Indian River Lagoon!

Please reach out to your local Florida Sea Grant Extension Agent with questions:
Volusia County: Carolyn Kovacs, c.kovacs@ufl.edu
Brevard County: Holly Abeels, habeels@ufl.edu
Indian River: Natural Resources Agent, Andrea Lazarri a.lazzari11@ufl.edu
Martin and St. Lucie Counties: Vincent Encomio, vencomio@ufl.edu

General questions: Regional Specialized Agent Lisa Krimsky, Lkrimsky@ufl.edu



